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Homefront
The

Fostering a Connection with Our Communities and Neighbors

Welcome from the President:

ECC Members & Friends,

Each spring, as the flowers pop up and 
the days get longer and warmer, I’m 
always reminded of the opportunity of new 
beginnings. 

As we continue into year three, we’re not 
letting this crisis get in the way of supporting 
our residents and ensuring everyone has a 
chance for a new beginning should they want 
it. These past few months, the entire ECC/
HANH team has been hard at work planning 
events and opportunities for all members of 
our community. 

We know this pandemic has created 
unimaginable challenges, and we know not 
everyone has been impacted the same. There 
are few places this contrast has been more 
apparent than in our school system. The 

link between a quality 
education and economic 
opportunity is clear. 
Which is why, as the 
recently appointed 
Chairperson of the 
Connecticut State Board 
of Education, I am 
excited and eager to 
get started -- to create 
equity for all Connecticut 
learners. 

Update [CONT. Page 2]

SAVE THE DATES
Job Fair & Resource Expo: June 15
From 10:00AM - 2:00PM at Mill River 
Crossing. Call Tae at (203) 410-9214 to 
register.

Board of Commissioners Meetings: 
June 21
Every third Tuesday of the month. Open 
to the public and available virtually and 
streaming live on our Facebook page.

City’s Affordable Housing Commission: 
June 22
Meets fourth Wednesday of every month at 
6:30 pm.

Commissioner’s Corner
Over the past few months our Commissioners 
have taken actions to ensure the quality of 
affordable housing throughout our portfolio, 
create new housing opportunities and increase 
contracting opportunity through actions that 
support improvements at Crawford Manor, 
support the redevelopment of our scattered 
site developments, enable partnerships with 
St. Luke’s development and approved our 
revised Section 3 Policy.

Additionally, the BOC authorized the Collective 
Bargaining Agreements with our unionized 
workforce.
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In this issue of The Homefront, you’ll 
also hear more about the bills we 
testified in support of this legislative 
session to expand necessary, and 
much-needed affordable housing 
as well as the important work of 
our Community and Economic 
Development Department (CED 
Department) including a virtual 
HBCU (Historically Black Universities 
and Colleges) college fair, tax 
preparation community pop-up 
event, and more. 

In April, we celebrated Fair 
Housing Month. While this month 
commemorates the passage of the 
Fair Housing Act and long-time 
work of fair and affordable housing 
advocates, it also reminds us of how 
much work still needs to be done.

I speak on behalf of the entire ECC/
HANH team when I say we are ready 
to get the work done. 

In community,
Karen DuBois-Walton

President’s Welcome Cont.

Do you know someone homebound who is unable to go 
out to get their booster? 

The City of New Haven has partnered with AMR to 
vaccinate homebound New Haven residents. This 
program is free of cost, there is no insurance or 
documentation needed. Find information about this 
program and all New Haven COVID resources at 
covid19.newhavenct.gov

NEED A BOOSTER?

MEET WILL VIEDERMAN
Will Viederman was recently brought on board as a Housing Policy Manager at Elm City 
Communities/Housing Authority of New Haven (ECC/HANH). Welcome to the team, Will!

As Housing Policy Manager, Mr. Viederman assists the ECC in evaluating current policy initiatives and 
proposing new ones for the Housing Authority plus local, state, and federal governments. A critical 
component of this work is bringing stakeholders from our communities into the policy development 
process, ensuring that our resident’s needs are front and center when designing or redesigning 
policies that impact everyone. 
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“New Haven is in a housing crisis 
and even our residents who have 
access to affordable housing face 
myriad challenges, from public safety 
to education to air quality. I want to 
amplify the voices of our residents 
and the families on our waitlist and 
to help create pathways to stability 
and opportunity for everyone in our 
city,” Mr. Viederman said. “Elm City 
Communities has an incredible track 
record of building communities of 
choice and empowering low-income 
residents of New Haven. I’m thrilled to 
play a part in continuing that legacy 
and to help find new ways to expand 
access to affordable housing in our 
city.”

If residents wish to contact Will 
Viederman to discuss his work as a 
Housing Policy Manager, he can be 
reached at wviederman@elmcitycommunities.org or by phone at (203) 498-8800, extension #1016.

ECC Annual Report
It’s hard to believe yet another year has gone 
by! But as always, we were hard at work to 
“Recover, Rebuild, and Renew” with the goal 
of making a difference for each and every 
one of you.

Be sure to check your mailbox to hear from 
our leadership, glance at captured moments, 
and learn about all the great things we did 
last year in in our new annual report. The 
report will also be available on our website 
at www.elmcitycommunities.org underneath 
“News and Updates.”
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY
Connecticut’s 2022 Legislative Session closed on May 4th. This year, ECC/HANH supported a number 
of bills that would expand affordable housing in our state and make Connecticut a less costly place to 
call home. Our President Dr. Karen DuBois-Walton testified in support of the following bills:

PHA Expanded Jurisdiction [HB 
5209: An act concerning Housing 
Authority Jurisdiction]

This bill would expand affordable 
housing by allowing a housing 
authority to expand its jurisdiction to 
include neighboring municipalities.

Connecticut faces a desperate 
shortage of affordable housing. 
Housing authorities are some of 
the most effective developers of 
affordable housing in the state, but are arbitrarily constrained to developing within their municipal 
borders.

This bill proposed removing this restriction to allow housing authorities to function under the same 
set of rules that any other developer does. 

Fair Share [HB 5204: An act concerning a needs assessment and fair share plans for 
municipalities to increase affordable housing]

This bill would require (1) an assessment of the state-wide need for affordable housing and an 
allocation of such need to planning regions and municipalities, (2) the creation of affordable housing 
plans for each municipality, and (3) a study concerning the municipalities’ performance in meeting the 
requirements of such plans.
Estimates of our state’s affordable housing shortage range from 86,000 units to 140,000 (or even 
more). 

ECC/HANH currently has a waiting list of more than 17,000 waiting to receive a housing subsidy and 
crucially, of our 17,000 waiting list, one-third come from outside New Haven. While New Haven is in 
desperate need of more affordable housing, our region and state are as well.

HB 5204 is one of the few bills proposed during the 2022 session that takes our housing crisis 
seriously. HB 5204 would generate tens of thousands of new units of affordable housing in high-
opportunity communities all across the state, taking a big chunk out of our state’s affordable housing 
shortage and immediately expanding opportunity for tens of thousands of our neighbors.  
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Transit Oriented Development [HB 5429: An act concerning transit-oriented 
development]

This bill would allow for the increased development of housing near public transit.

In an era of spiking gas pricing and a rapidly warming climate, housing is not affordable if it is not 
close to affordable transit. 

The average person in Connecticut pays more than 50% of their income on housing and transit 
alone, and ECC families can pay more than 80% of their income on these two elements alone.
According to the Housing and Transportation Affordability Index, affordability is defined as 45% of 
income going to housing and transportation. By this definition, only one municipality in the entire 
state is affordable to the average American: Hartford. 

ECC plans our housing around affordable public transit, and it’s time the state did the same. 

EITC/CTC (Earned Income Tax Credit / Child Tax Credit) [SB 383: An act increasing the 
applicable percentage of the earned income tax credit and HB 5403: An act establishing a 
child tax credit against the personal income tax] 

These bills would help offset the amount of money working-and middle-class families pay each year 
in income tax. 

Connecticut has a regressive tax system. This means working families that make less money than 
wealthier individuals end up paying a greater percentage of their income in taxes. 

Together, the creation of a state-level child tax credit, which would help off-set the cost of raising 
children for families with kids, and the expansion of the earned income tax credit would help 
rebalance the tax code to treat low-income and working people more fairly. 
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HBCU VIRTUAL TOURS
In March, ECC students and their families 
joined us for a virtual tour of 15 HBCUs 
across the country. The virtual tour, as 
part of ECC Believes, was offered as an 
option for students looking for support 
in navigating college and post-secondary 
options. Because of COVID, a lot of 
institutions have restrictions — so we got a 
little creative with virtual tours to bring the 
campus experience home.

“My goal is to make sure our students feel 
comfortable enough to come to me when 
they need help in school, home, or in 
general when they just don’t know 
where to go. Our students have to be able to see and know that they belong here. They belong in 
every place we introduce them to. College life is obtainable.” - Tarin Evans, Community Economic 
Development Supervisor for ECC/HANH.
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In 2001, the Elm City Communities/Housing Authority of the City of New Haven (ECC/HANH) was 
awarded Moving to Work (MTW) status as part of the federal MTW Demonstration Program—one of 
the initial 39 Public Housing Agencies to achieve this status.

The purpose of the MTW program is to identify unique approaches to provide housing 
assistance that with three (3) primary goals:

1. Reduce costs and achieve greater 
cost effectiveness in federal funds.

2. Give incentives to families with 
children to participate in job training, 
educational programs, and other 
programs to become economically self-
sufficient. 

3. To increase housing choice for 
low-income families to be able to choose 
where they want to live. 

Our MTW plan was approved by HUD on 
March 25, 2022. In addition to existing 
programs, such as ECC/HANH’s Family 
Self-Sufficiency Program, Jumpstart 
Initiative, and ECC Believes, we 
proposed two new initiatives to increase 
housing choice for families.

St. Luke’s Whalley Ave. Development
The Glendower Group, ECC/HANH’s development instrumentality, will co-develop a new 
construction project with up to 55 project-based vouchers in an effort to create quality affordable 
housing units for families.  Located on lower Whalley Ave., the construction project will also 
include commercial/retail space and market rate units in addition to the affordable units. The goal 
is to promote a strong economy and active and healthy community.

Community Health Network of CT (CHNCT)
ECC/HANH has partnered with the Community Health Network of CT (CHNCT) and will examine 
how having stabilized housing correlates to positive health outcomes. ECC/HANH and CHNCT 
will provide combined rental subsidy to 4 families who are recipients of the HUSKY A or Husky D 
medical insurance program for no more than 24 months per family in this pilot program. 

SPRING 2022
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MOVING TO WORK: 2022 ANNUAL PLAN
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Congratulations to our President!
On February 4th, Governor Ned Lamont appointed ECC/HANH president Karen DuBois-Walton as 
Chairperson of the Connecticut State Board of Education. Dr. DuBois-Walton has served as a member 
of the board since June 2020, when she was appointed by Governor Lamont. 

“Karen has been an incredibly active member of the New Haven community throughout her career, 
particularly focused on removing barriers to fair housing among marginalized communities, reversing 
housing segregation patterns, and making improvements in under-resourced neighborhoods,” 
Governor Lamont said in the announcement. “Over these last couple of years, she has been 
a valuable voice as a member of the State Board of Education, utilizing her experience to bring a 
much-needed perspective to this important body, which is why I feel that having her serve as its next 

chairperson is a natural fit. I appreciate Karen for accepting 
this responsibility and look forward to working with her on 
our efforts to ensure that Connecticut’s public schools remain 
among the best in the nation and that every child has access to 
a top-quality education that sets them on a path to success.

JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER LIST
Want to join our newsletter email list and stay on top of information? Do you 
have a story idea that centers your ECC/HANH community? Become a Homefront 
Correspondent by sending an email to The Homefront Editor, Jana Douglas at jdouglas@
elmcitycommunities.org.
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Keeping our ECC members in their 
homes is just as important to us as 
providing them. As a result of the 
eviction moratorium ending, we’ve 
implemented a new process to connect 
members with the resources and 
assistance they need to remain housed. 

If you are an ECC member under LIPH 
or HCV (Section 8) with outstanding rent 
balances, we are committed to working 
with you! Stay tuned and on the lookout 
for more information on how you can 
provide your information for review, 
learn about our new methods to resolve 
balances, and get referred to helpful 
programs and resources to keep you in 
your home and get you back on track!

Eviction Moratorium 

ATTN Residents: The Housing 
Authority of New Haven Food 
Pantries are located at the following 
developments:

- William T. Rowe
- Valley Townhouses
- Abraham Ribicoff Cottages
- Westville Manor
- Edith B. Johnson Towers/Monterey
- Fairmont Heights
- Crawford Manor

For more information, including 
Community Food Pantries and Soup 
Kitchens, check out our website at 
elmcitycommunities.org or call 203-
498-8800, ext. 1072.

-
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Earlier this year, ECC/HANH joined the Open Communities Alliance 
(OCA) and others to form the Growing Together CT Alliance – a 
broad statewide coalition of housing advocates, non-profit leaders, 
civil rights lawyers, housing developers, medical professionals, 
faith leaders, congregations, and hundreds of community members 
working to broaden the availability of housing that is affordable all 
across the state and strategically and equitably invest in areas of 
Connecticut that are under-resourced. Combined, these strategies will ensure that our state will grow, 
equitably, for generations to come. It is the right thing and the smart thing to do for Connecticut!

OCA is  leading this movement, alongside the Connecticut Fair Housing Center, the Commission 
on Human Rights and Opportunities, ConnCAN, the Hispanic Federation, and the Corporation for 
Supportive Housing. Learn more at growingtogetherct.org.

Development Updates
HUD Approval at Valley - 
What this means for you!

The Glendower Group, on behalf of the 
Housing Authority of New Haven, received 
their RCC which stands for the RAD Conversion 
Commitment.  Receiving an RCC means that 
HUD has approved our RAD plans and that the 
property is close to completing the conversion 
process.  This also allows our residents to be 
relocated off-site.  A meeting was held on April 
7th at 11am by staff at The Glendower Group to 
update all the residents and determine a path for 
relocations.  

Photo: RAD IV Finished Apartment

Mill River Crossing -
Phase II Ribbon Cutting

On May 31st, alongside Congresswoman Rosa 
DeLauro, Mayor Justin Elicker and others, we 
were honored to unveil the new, state-of-the-art 
Mill River Community during a ribbon cutting at 
210 Hamilton Street in New Haven.

Follow ECC/HANH on social media for photos 
and video of the ribbon cutting. [Social handles 
included on final page of newsletter].

Growing Together Connecticut
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Vita event
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COMMUNITY POP-UP
It’s a Community Pop-Up!

This past month, alongside our 
partners at the Connecticut 
Association for Human Services 
(CAHS), Elm City Communities’ 
CED department hosted a Pop-
Up event with food, giveaways, 
and information on free financial 
literacy and self-sufficiency 
programs.

Staff and volunteers from ECC/
HANH, CAHS, the Financial 
Empowerment Center, Bank 
On, and VITA shared financial 
services and provided free tax 
preparation to the 45 participants 
in attendance.

Are you a resident that missed 
the event, but has questions 
about ECC’s Community 
and Economic Development 
Department (CED department) 
programs?

Visit elmcitycommunities.
org/community-economic-
development/.
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